Nuclear curbs:
The United Nations Security Council unanimously backed a nonbinding resolution to bolster efforts aimed at slowing the spread of nuclear weapons. It endorsed strengthening the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, ratifying the Comprehensive NuclearTest-Ban Treaty (which would outlaw nuclear bomb tests) and improving nuclear security.
Agriculture appointment:
Roger Beachy, the founding president of the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center in St Louis, Missouri, was last week appointed to direct the US Department of Agriculture's National Institute of Food and Emissions reporting: The US Environmental Protection Agency has announced its nationwide reporting system for greenhouse-gas emissions. Large facilities will have to disclose their emissions every year, as part of a programme that the agency said should cover 85% of US emissions. Data collection begins in January 2010, with disclosure for that year happening in 2011.
Unscientific review: Political influence led the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to approve a device to repair damaged knees against the recommendations of its own scientists, the agency has admitted. Scientific reviewers had twice turned down applications for Menaflex, made by ReGen Biologics of Hackensack, New Jersey, but FDA officials approved it last December after lobbying from four New Jersey congressmen. This was a "clear deviation from the principles of integrity", the FDA wrote in a report analysing its review process. A university spin-off company has got battery investors buzzing. A123Systems, which makes rechargeable lithium-ion batteries, raised US$380 million at $13.50 a share at its initial public offering, before watching its share price rocket (see chart).
The cash boost, together with earlier federal grants and private investments, made A123 a billion-dollar company, even though it has yet to turn a profit. It has also applied for a $1.8-billion loan from the US government to build a mass-production facility in Michigan, and has signed a deal with US car manufacturer Chrysler.
The company, based in Waterford, 
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The Bulgarian diplomat is the first woman to be elected directorgeneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
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Drug deal:
The drug company Abbott Laboratories in Abbott Park, Illinois, is to buy Solvay Group's pharmaceutical business for € 4.5 billion (US$6.6 billion). The company will pay cash for the deal, which includes Solvay's vaccines business, based in Belgium. The acquisition will also see Abbott increase its annual US$2.7-billion pharmaceutical research and development investment by $500 million.
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